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Christmas is coming!

Hello friends,
Where has the year gone?

It only seems like 5 minutes

ago I was potting up the
hanging baskets and bed-
ding plants basked in
Perthshire sunshine, now
here we are tripping with
rain lamenting the summer
sun.

It has been a busy year with
lots going on, from breeding

to training and even one or
two staff changes!

We welcome to the team
Paul Deeley, an intrepid
traveler, falconer and rac-
onteur who has spent the
last twenty years of his life
exploring the world wide
falconry community, sing-
ing for his supper along the
way. Also new to the com-

pany is our new Marketing
manager Mark Stoakes,

disillusioned with the world

of finance he brings to

Phoenix his considerable
expertise in sales and

marketing. Hopefully with
Mark in the driving seat,
phoenix can be driven to
bigger and better things in
every direction. And our
final staff change is rather
a sad one!, My wife and
partner in the business for
over 18 years has finally
hung up her gauntlet and
decided to move away from

the business administration

and concentrate on getting
a life outside the business.

There can’t be many couples

who live ,eat, sleep and
work shoulder to shoulder

daily for over 18 years?
(well not many who are still
couples anyway!) This

leaves us with a gaping hole

in the staff which we hope
to fill by the new year.

What ever your activity this

Christmas, on behalf of
everyone here at Phoenix,

Have a great one!

Check out our special
offers for Christmas!

Special offers this Christmas!

Yes, it’s that time again and
for many of us it spells a
period of stress!

I hear you cry, Christmas
isn’t all about the presents!

Or is it?

I know my children and
wife believe it is whatever
their official public line...

If you have joined us before
on one of our experiences
you will know that it is so
much more memorable than
sweater or computer game.

We have been involved with
the supply of Gift vouchers
now for over 18 years and
even facilitate most of the
high street stores!

So despite the doom and
gloom of the world

economies at the moment
allow us to give you a little
helping hand this year.

Buy a Christmas gift
voucher to come along to
our brand new facility and
experience an unrivalled

“Falconry lesson” with one
of our professional instruc-
tors. No need to book a date
when purchasing as the
voucher has 3 months vali-
dation. And best of all pur-
chase it before 24th Dec and
it’s yours for just £15!
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Did you know?

e There are four definitions of
the word “Cast” used in
falconry (just to confuse us)?

e Ghengis Khan was such a big
falconry fan, his symbol in
battle was the Goshawk

e The oldest member of the
raptor family is the Eagle
family, over 2,000,000 older
than any other family.




New birds: Crystal, Home to stay

Say a big hello to a new team member!

“Crystal” the Gyr/Saker Hybrid was
one of the very first birds born in our
new facility, back in May this year.

He was reared by her mother until she
was fully grown at 10 weeks of age,
and then moved into a larger flight to
develop her flight muscles and skills.

It was our intention to sell her on to a
falconer (as we already have too many
falcons) but circumstances dictated
she was going to stay..

Her first potential new owner bounced
three cheques on us (nice!) eventually
leading to our realization that he sim-
ply didn’t have the money. The second
potential new owner arranged every-
thing down to the last detail of collec-
tion to have his son arrive home the

day before collection, with another
falcon he had bought for his father!

So it seemed that fate brought us to-
gether. She is a particularly spirited
bird in her initial stages of training,
her favorite trick being to hang below
the glove before removing a large
lump of flesh from ones fore arm with
her razor sharp beak.

But this painful habit quickly disap-
peared as the bond of trust was estab-
lished between Falcon and falconer
and today she is really sweet with
excellent manners.

Her training began in earnest 4 weeks
ago when she elevated in status to free
flight. This is always an interesting
time for both man and bird. No matter
how many falcons I train it always

Welcome to a brand new Phoenix Falconry.

Weathering ground

Outdoor
breeding
Barn

Amazing scenery

arm-comfortable reception centre

Colin and Crystal i‘

hits me like a sledge hammer in face
just how pathetic these young crea-
tures are when first starting to fly.

She has reached the stage now where
she is just starting to push out and
discover the sky, and the fun and
games begins... come and join us and
see for yourself?

“finished in December 2009
and open for business”

Otis on reception

5 .
'State of the art heated accommodation
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Soren-The legends of the Guardians

The cinema’s of Scotland welcomed
a new release in November in the
form of “The legends of the guardi-
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This amazing animated adventure
follows the story of Soren , a young
Barn Owl struggling to save all Owl
kind from evil.
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Soren the Barn Owl
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If you haven't seen it, and you like
Owls.. It is a must see movie.

If for no other reason than the fan-
tastic life like animation involved.

The phoenix Team have been making
several personal appearances, with
our very own “Soren” the Barn owl at
movie theatres across Scotland.

The kids love meeting a real life
Barn Owl face to face and the impact
on education and conservation of this
species alone has been worth the
effort. As well as Soren, keen movie
goers have also been able to meet
“Measles” our African Spotted Eagle
owl and KT our Huge European

Eagle Owl who also made a big

impact!

So what’s changed at Phoenix???

3 years in the planning, its finally
open.. The brand new Phoenix Fal-
conry premises.

Our state of the art facility offers the
very best accommodation for falconry
birds to be found anywhere in Europe.

It features several innovative features
including a fully interactive insemina-
tion unit allowing you or customers
into the breeding and rearing world of
the captive raptor. You will be bale to
see relaxed confident parents rearing
their offspring just inches from your
face, watch eggs hatch in our modern
incubator room and enjoy the free
flight of all of our birds in our all

weather surface arena.

With a comfortable heated reception
area we are able to commence each
session with an informal chat,/film
presentation over coffee before launch-
ing you into the world of the Raptor.

Our extensive breeding barns allow us
to pair parent reared birds as well as a
brand new weathering area allowing
the birds to bath on a daily basis.

Finally the full facility is single level
with full disabled facilities.

We are waiting for better weather to
do an official opening and have pen-
ciled a few dates into our diary for the

Honey- Look at you now!

You might recall from our April news
letter the article about our new Ameri-
can Barn Owl chick beginning her life
and training here at Phoenix?

Honey, was and still is a bigger than
life character, who is jam packed full
of personality (well for such a small
bird anyway!)

I am happy to report that after a busy
summers flying, she is quite the pro-
fessional now, as these pictures will
testify. She has now settled down for
her first molt (change of feathers) but
will re-join the regular flying team in
April 2011. So if you are joining us for
a meet the birds or Phoenix Experi-

KT the European
Eagle Owl

“3 years in the planning,
and it’s finally open!”

summer. We intend to do an open day
with free displays and a BBQ in the
summer of 2011, so if you and your
family are interested in attending
please e-mail me at

adrian.hallgarth@btinternet.com

ence next year, look out for this little
honey....
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This Christmas see’s us re-invent an old
friend!

We started our original Meet the birds
session almost 20 years ago. Then as
the number of copy cat companies
started and even started stealing the
names of our sessions, we decided to

re-name this very popular session as a
Phoenix Experience.

In these harsh economic times, we are
aware that our customers really need to
watch their budgets, so it was for this
reason that we have launched our new
short budget session.

Now we are established at Easterton
farm we are able to extend to you our
special customers various
accommodation deals in the area.

We have tried to incorporate vary
budgets from friendly farmhouse B+B
to the more grand 4 star.

Easterton Farm (by Gleneagles)
Tel:01764 682268

Travel time to us: a short walk across
the car park

Rates: from £32.50 per head

Rooms, both twin, double and family
available...dogs welcome

10% discount to Phoenix

Customers!

www.easterton.com

Phoenix Falconry Services Ltd
Easterton Farm, by Gleneagles
Auchterarder

Perthshire

PH4 1RQ

Tel: 01764 682823 e-mail: phoenix_info@btineternet.com

On this two hour session, we will en-
courage you to handle and fly up to 6

Species of raptor including Owls,
Falcons, Exotics and Huge eagles!

Come out in the spring and you’ll even

get the chance to see and interact with

our breeding project. All of this for just
a credit crunch busting £49!

What are you waiting for?
Either log onto our web site at
www.falconry-in-scotland.co.uk
Or call our booking office on

01764 682823

Dunblane hydro (Doubletree)
Tel: 01786 822 551

Travel time to us: 15 minutes
Rates: from £48 per head
Rooms, Single to suite

10% discount to Phoenix

Customers

www.doubletreedunblane.com
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Just

Knock Castle Resort (Crieff)
Tel: 01764 650088

Travel time: approx 20 minutes
Rates: from £55 per head

Rooms: luxury

Very special rates to Phoenix
Customers

www.knockcastle.com

visit our new web site at

www.falconry-in-scotland.co.uk

And check out our blog




